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What is empathy ? What if I don’t understand someone else’s feelings ?

Empathy is the ability to: Example of a Face to Face social interaction : A boy is offering a present to his mother
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ISSUE

What are the brain specificities in expected and unexpected emotional reaction ?

Our hypothesis:  Expected : Basic empathy-related neural networks and «shared representation » regions: medial prefrontal cortex (mPFC), left anterior insula (AI)
Unexpected : Meaning research and decision making regions, emotion feeling (surprise): frontal and sub-cortical regions

METHODS

Example of the activation task used in PET scanner:
the following steps appeared on the screen :
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other person that was either congruent or incongruent with the situation.
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P<0.001




