Montreal, Home of Professional Sports





	Professional sports are a big part of Montreal, anytime of the year. It’s possible to come to Montreal in the winter or in the summer to see a professional team in action, even two or three of these teams at a given time! There are four professional team organisations in the city : the Canadiens (hockey), the Expos (baseball), the Alouettes (football) and the Impact (soccer).





	For further informations, click on the team you want to see





Montreal Canadiens





Montreal Expos





Montreal Allouettes





Montreal Impact
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The most prestigious professional club in the world :


The Montreal Canadiens


 


	Montreal is the home to the Montreal Canadiens, the most glorious hockey  professional club. This team has won 24 Stanley Cups.  Surnamed the « Habs », they have celebrated more championships than any professional organisation in the world. In hockey throughout the world,  the Habs are recognised as one of the best sports organisations.


	The Molson Centre is the home to the Canadiens. Built directly in the downtown core by the owner, the Molson Brewery, in 1996. Easy to get there by subway or by car, the Molson Centre is one of the biggest and finest ice arenas of the National Hockey League. The Molson Centre holds up to 22 000 fans.  Lots of efforts were invested in the creation and design of this sports centre, above all, wherever you’re seated, the view is surely to surprise you.  The price of the tickets vary. From 34$ seats in the grey section (the furthest sections in the arena) to 125$ for seats at ice level directly behind the Canadiens bench.


	The season starts in October and finishes in April, but if the Habs are hot, than Playoff action is sure to last through May and June.  Throughout the season, the Montreal Canadiens play 82 games: 41 on the road and 41 at the Molson Centre. GO HABS GO! is the Team slogan.
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The will of a young team :


The Montreal Expos





	For a few years now, the Montreal Expos have been identified as the youngest team in the Major’s. In 1998, the baseball club has started their 30th season in the National League. Nicknamed « Nos amours » since their entry in the league, they have won division titles in 1981 and in 1994.


	After the 1976 Summer Olympics Games, the Expos moved from the Jarry Stadium to the Olympic Stadium, where they are still playing. The owners are now planning to build a new stadium in downtown  Montreal, next to the Molson Centre. The Olympic Stadium is a covered stadium, so bad weather conditions are never a problem.  The Olympic Stadium is located on Sherbrooke Street in the East part of the city. Two subway stations go to the Olympic Stadium.  And plenty of parking lots are available for cars.


A capacity of 45 000 people can seated in the « Big O ». The price of the tickets vary from 7$, for the popular bleachers, up to 30$ for the V.I.P. section. Expos management organise, three times during the season,  5$ games for any seats, exept the V.I.P. section and 1$ for delicious hot dogs.


	The Expos play 164 games in a season, 82 on the road and 82 at home. The season starts in April and finishes in October. 
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The pride for Montreal Football Fans :


The Alouettes





	Another top rated organisation with a glorious past is the Montreal Alouettes Football Club.  They have won 6 Grey Cup’s in the 70’s and the early 80’s. They left the league in 1986 to return in 1996.  That year they had the best season of their history.


	With the arrival of Mr. Smith as president of the team in 1997, the Alouettes made important economic decisions. One of their decisions was to move the team from the Olympic Stadium to the Molson Stadium located at the prestigious McGill University (not to be confused with the Molson Centre). This stadium seats nearly up to 15 000 people. The move to the downtown core area has enabled the fans to be more close to the action. You can hear the noise from the banging of football players. It is easy to get to the stadium by bus or subway.  The price of the tickets vary from 6$ to 30$. The Molson Stadium is not cover. Games are played even if it’s snowing or raining, it makes for out of this world football action.


	The Alouettes play 16 games: 8 on the road and 8 at home. The season starts in May and ends in September.
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The four seasons soccer team :


The Impact





	Many professional soccer teams have played in Montreal : the Manic and the Supra. None of these teams obtained as much success as the Montreal Impact. Considered as the best team in the A-league for three years, the Impact have won their only title in 1995. This team has the particularity to play year round: 12 months a year.   They play fast action  indoor soccer in the winter and exciting outdoor soccer in the summer.


	Owned by the Saputo Cheese Company, the club plays at two diffrent places : they play at the Claude-Robillard Centre in the summer and at the Molson Centre in the winter. Claude-Robillard Centre is located in the northern of Montreal. Many bus routes and a subway station may be used to get to the games (for location and details about the Molson Centre, see Montreal Canadiens). Maximum capacity of 8 000 seats for an Impact game at the Claude-Robillard Centre. Indoor soccer is different from the outdoor game.  At first, high scoring games leads to exciting goals.  Second, the field is smaller, so action is fast.. The Impact plays in the NPISL in the winter and in the A-league in the summer. The price of the tickets is the same for each league, varying from 10$ to 15$. 


	In the A-league, the team plays 24 games, 12 on the road and 12 at home. They play 28 games in the NPISL, 14 on the road and 14 at home. The season of the A-league starts in June and finishing in September.  As for the season in the NPISL, it starts in November and ends in March.
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